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arduous and dangerous. Psellus taught, besides philosophy,
eleven subjects, including geography, music, and astrology,
and was 'the soul of the university'1 as well as one of the
imperial counsellors, yet he was compelled to make a public
profession of the orthodox faith, while his successor John
Italus fell into disgrace with his Emperor for teaching heresy.
At one period of acute dogmatic dissension the office was
vacant for fifty years, till Manuel I filled it with a deacon of
St. Sophia. In i 204 all that was left of the university moved
to Nicaea, and the application of Baldwin I to the Pope for
leave to found a 'Latin' School in Constantinople was
frustrated by the jealous Faculty of Paris. Michael VIII
restored the School of Philosophy under the Court official
George Acropolites, who lectured in St. Sophia on mathe-
matics and Aristotle, but not on Platonism, which the
Emperor considered 'unsound'. The next head, Manuel
Holobolus, once an imperial secretary, was proposed by the
Patriarch and called 'Rhetor of the Great Church*. It was
desired that provision should be made so as to allow the
clergy to share in the lay education. The letters of the
schoolmaster Theodore Hyrtacenus show that by a.d. 1300
State-paid teachers were regular Government officials, but
private education had become popular, and the erudition of
Nicephorus Gregoras and Theodore Metochites was both
acquired and imparted in private houses. In 1445 John
VIII transferred the School of Philosophy to another build-
ing because Argyropulus reported that schools in Italy were
better housed. But Pope Pius II (1405-64) could still write
of Constantinople as the 'home of letters and citadel of high
philosophy' and the end came only with the Turkish con-
quest in 1453.
(iii) Of the School of the Patriarch no history can be
written, for our sources are totally inadequate, but it would
seem probable that this school existed side by side with the
university throughout the history of the Empire. While the
regular subjects of instruction were taught in the school, these
subjects were all designed to lead up to the study of theology.
The Rector of the School—the 'oecumenical teacher'—was
1 Cf. F. Fucks, Die hoheren Schulen *von Konstantinopel im Mittelalter (— Byzan-
tmisches Archiv, ed. A. Heisenberg, Heft 8), Leipzig & Berlin, Teubner, 1926, p. 31.

